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the designers
Charles & Ray Eames designed the Eames House. Both were 
known for their contributions to furniture, industrial design, toys, and 
architecture. 

Before meeting each other, Charles worked as an architect and was 
greatly influenced by Frank Lloyd Wright, while Ray was a designer. 

They became well known for their Eames chair.

Charles & Ray went on to become the owners of the Eames House 
after they designed and constructed it.



social, historical, & site context
A landmark of the mid-20th century modern architecture, the Eames house was designed as part of The Case Study Program 
that ran from the 1940s-1960s. The original hypothetical client was a married couple who worked in design and had kids who 
didn’t live at home. The house was intended to not interrupt the site, be made of prefabricated materials, be easy to build, and 
exhibit a modern style. 

The house reflects the experiences, materials, and techniques derived from World War II and the industrial and modern age. It is 
money efficient, utilizing manufactured, prefabricated materials. It accomodates the surrounding landscape while simultaneously 
blending the line between interior and exterior. The house is located on a three acre site on a 150’ cliff in the Pacific Palisades, 
overlooking the Pacific Ocean.

A variety of spatial experiences are created using a few simple parts. As Charles said, it was a home designed with no demands 
for itself that would serve as a background for “life in work” and utlize nature as a “shock absorber”.



functions, 
programs, & 
circulation

The house was made to be able to support day-to-day housing functions, as well as 
meeting guest needs and designing/work needs. It is a flexible space anticipated to be 
filled with many objects. The house is actually comprised of two buildings, one which is 
residential and the other which is a studio. In between the two buildings is a courtyard 
space that serves to link the two buildings. Around the house is lots of outside space for 
gardening and relaxing in the nature. The program’s goal was the integration of indoor 
and outdoor spaces

There is efficient circulation that occurs on only one side of the house, as the house itself 
is pushed against a retaining wall to the west, which also connects the residence. 

There is no hierarchy because the Eames’ wanted to integrate personal and business life 
together, so the residence and studio were treated with equal importance. The residence 
space was meant to serve the needs of guests, while the studio was for working.



structure & materials
The Eames house is made of two glass and steel recangular double-story box-

es. They are nestled into a hillside and pushed against an 8’ tall by 200’ long 
concrete retaining wall. The structures are aligned on a central axis, with the 

studio located near the parking spot and the residential near the ocean side of 
the house. Each building is 17’ tall and seperated by a courtyard, which allows 

for a rhythm of double height to single height and back to double.Above each 
structure are 2 overhanging flat roofs.

Color: The facade is a black-painted grid, consisting of eight 7.5’ bays for the 
residence and five for the studio, with different sized and colored inserts which 

can be changed. The inserts are glass (clear, wired, or translucent), grey 
cemestos panels (pained & natural), stucco (white, black, blue, & red), alu-

minum (silver or painted), and specially treated panels (gold-leafed or photo-
graphic). 

Materials: The Eames’ used prefabricated, easily manufactured materials like 
steel and glass, which made them inexpensive. The interior uses wood-block 
flooring, which appeals to nature. There is also concrete (for the foundation), 

metal, and asbestos.

Structure: The house is made up of a simple steel frame with no load baring 
walls. The frame uses 4-in-H-columns for the walls and 12” deep web josts for 

the roof. 



design
The Eames’ were influenced by the artwork of Piet Mondrian, as seen in 
the facade of the buildings that contain a black framed grid with isolated 
colorful pieces.



relationships
The eucalyptus trees provide a linear path to guide a per-
son to their destination. The courtyard in between the resi-
dence and studio connect them to each other and give the 
site a sense of fluidity and togetherness. The spiral stair-
cases inside guide the users up to their destination. Light 
both inside and outside allow for the interior to extend out 
to the exterior, allowing for free flow between inside and 
outside. Private and public spaces have no strict division, 
for example, with the upper level bedroom overlooking 
the public living area with a short terrace that connects 
the rooms. The design of the house matched the furniture 
made by the Eames’.



interior vs. exterior
The house integrates the surrounding natural landscape 
through its use of wood for interior flooring and glass,which 
allowed for big floor to ceiling glass walls to be used and 
give the house extreme transparency and lightness. The 
rhythm between double height and single height spaces cre-
ate public and private spaces.



sustainability & nature

Charles & Ray chose to built the house integrated into the 
land, preserving the existing row of eucalyptus trees and 
meadow that were already a part of the land. Their use of 
prefabricated materials kept the cost low, providing a simple 
and cost effective accomodation. 

The transparencies of the glass allow for there to be a con-
tinuation of inside and outside by allowing clear views from 
the inside to outside and vice versa. Natural lighting allows 
for reduced energy costs. The trees outside provide shade 
and privacy for the people inside.

The house aimed to act as a “shock absorber”, providing 
needed relaxation from the chaotic and busy daily life. The 
home complements, rather than competes, with the nature 
around it.
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